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Sgt. Robert Holmes . . . "puzzled" 

Tima pboos hj Start Ftstuimi 


Hls wife. \V:rr.:e. is trying sei! reel estate, 
but Holmes said that r.as oeer. "slo***." 

Untrained for any in mg but typing up duty 
rosters anc other administrative' office chores. 
Holmes said he has no idea how he wiii earn a 
living. 

His piar to reenlist and then retire with a 
pension and full benefits two years hence came 
unglued last Aug. 23 when the Enlisted Perfor- 
mance Board at USMC Headquarters in Wash- 
ington. D.C.. decided he had too many fitness 
reports showing less than adequate perfor- 
mance of his duties. f 

Holmes requested reconsideration and got 
some support, including that of Maj. Gen. Ken- 
neth Houghton, recruit depot commander, who 
wrotewhat his personal observation of the ser- 
geant's performance "supports his retention in 
the corps." 

Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Louis H. 
Wiison ordered reconsideration, but the board 
of officers and enlisted men held firm and the 
commandant did cot overrule them. 

- • "No sir. I'm not exactly what you call a 
dean-cut. all-American kid.” Holmes admitted 
Thursday. "But 1 know for 3 TalfnJ!5rf s ma- 
rines on duty worse than I am. " 

He contended that in the five years he 'has 
been at the recruit depot, his fitness reports 
have been "average or above average except 




Copt. T. J. Rees . . . superior officer 

for three marginal or submarginal ones based 
on the opinions of one or two officers." 

'Holmes suggested that most of his troubles 
-stemmed from one particular officer with 
whom he had a "personality conflict" 

But Maj. M.L. (Buzz) Hefu. public affairs of- 
ficer at USMC headquarters in Washington, 
said the Enlisted Performance Board turned ' 
down the sergeant's reenlistment bid because 
of a series of marginal or submarginaT fitness 
reports from 1968 on. 

The reason Holmes' current commanding of- 
ficer thinks well of him, Hefu said, is that the 
sergeant "shaped up in the last 18 months or 
so. but the board saw he had a his tory nf m arl 
ginal or submarginal performance." 

In April. 1975. according to HefU. Holmes re- 
ceived a letter from headquarters warning thaT 
his performance could result in the denial of 
further service. 

Please Torn to Page 31, Col. 1 




Memos Disclose CIA Evasions u.s. eonmissi® 

Knew of“Man Who Vanished, Despite Denials X?. 1 ^ 


BY WILLIAM EVDICOTT " 

rmswnur 

_ DENVER— a few weeks after 
i nomas Riha. associate professor of 
Russian- history at the University of 
Coicrado. mysteriously vanished m 
1969. one of' his colleagues wrote to 
the Denver fieid office of the Central 
Intelligence Agency asking if the 
- aee ne y - c ould she d any kght on Riha's 
disappearance. 

"The response 1 got was no re- 
sponse." Dr. Stephen Fischer-Galau. 
director of the university's Center for 
Slavic and East- .European -Studies, 
told The Tunes this week. "They said 
they had never heard of him. They 
-refused to go into the matter." 

— As u-turns out. however, the CIA 
knew more about Riha than it was 
telling." 

Internal agency memorandums re- . 
-eeouy.-tnade public in a feoeral court 
case - -here— involving the missing 
professor show that the ClA. on the 
_ chance it might use him as an infor- 
mant. had collected "considerable in- 
formation" on Riha and had inter- 
cepted letters he wrote to. and re- 
ceived from, the Soviet Umoa 
The memos also indicate that the 
CLVs chief concern was in keeping 
itself out of any news accounts of Ri- 
ha's disappearance. And they detail a 
senes of events in the Riha case 
which aggravated a standing feud be- 
tween the CIA and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and led to a 
rdisruptiomf liaison" between the 
two agencies. , - 

The Riha case has surfaced again in 
recent months as a result of efforts by 
his nephew, Zrienek Cerveny of near- 
by 3oulder. toJ*ve him declared le- 
gally dead 'and was outlined in a 
-Times story tet-Ociober. -■ 

The Times reported then that a re- 
quest by Cerveny to the CLA under 
the Freedom of information Act last 
year had produced two heavily cen- 
sored documents contending that 
Riha had been sighted in his native 
Czechoslovakia in iate 1973. 
Memorandums recently made pub- 


lic were produced later as a result of a 
suit filed by Cerveny attempting to 
learn the identity of the person or 
persons who reportedly saw his un- 
cle. and although the memorandums 
shed no light on those identities they ■ 
offer a rare insight into the machina- 
tions of the intelligence community. 

Most of the memos were written by 
Michael M. Todorovich to his superi- 
ors in Washington. Todorovich was 
then chief of the CIA's Denver field 
office and is now retired and living in 
Denver. 

Contacted by The Tunes this week, 
Todorovich indicated some bitterness 
over the memos being made public 
but refused to comment further. T’m 
not discussing the case whatsoever.” 
he said “I don't sayranything that can 
be misconstrued." 


L.A. WILL SEEK 
$126 MILLION FOR 
PEOPLE MOVER 

BY BAY HEBEBT * 
rmtlMaXIWnWIMr 

The Los Angeles City Council de- 


His successor. James Sommemlle, 
did not return a telephone call that 
was made to him in an effort to elicit 
comment 

Two days after Fischer-Galaii 
wrote to the agency and was told it 
had never heard of Riha. Todorovich 
sent his first memo to Washington on 
the case, noting; 

"Riha first came to our attention in 
the Jail of 1968 when we made in- 
quiries locally for U.S. citizens who 
might have been cau ght in Czecho - 
Slovakia at the ume ofTKFSSViersc-" 
cupation ... 

. “We made several attempts to 
contact him." but. never succeeded in 
doing so i t - : — — - 

"Also.the CU (Colorado Universi- 
ty) history department is a rather- 
touchy group. Since we could get no 
sure indication from his colleagues 
that he would be receptive to a ClA 
approach we finally let the matter 
drop" 

in fact, it appears CIA headquarters 
in Washington was not telling Todor- 
ovich everything because, as testimo- 
ny before a congressional investigat- 
ing committee later revealed, the 
agency as early as 1958 had consid- 


ered Thursday to seek S126.3 mi tom — -ered using Riha as an intelligence 
in federal transit and highway funds source— while he was an exchange 


to help build an automated downtown 
people-mover system.. 

Over objections by a bloc of San 
Fernando Valley councilmen. the 
council voted 9 -to 3 to file a formal 
application to get work started on the 
3165.4 million. 2.6I-jnile demonstra- 
tion project from Union Station to the 
Los Angeles Convention Center. — 
Jhe Los Angeles people -mover 
program is one of five selectedjby the 
federal Urban Mass Transportation 
Administration in a nationwide com- 
petition to test the feasibility of 
driverless transit systems to relieve 
vehicular and pedestrian congestion 

in downtown centers™ 

Although UMTA has promised to 
Please Tun to Page 30, CoL 1 


student at the University of Moscow. 

Please Turolo Page 32. Col 1 


BY LEE AUSTIN 

rim InH wrtttr 

The federal Equal Employment 
Opportunities Commission has 
charged Caltech with discriminatory 
practices against women and blacks 
in the employment of faculty mei i- 
bers, it was learned Thursday. 

The commission's findings and 
charges, which have been sent to of- 
ficials of the prestigious institution of_ 
scientific study in Pasadena, say 
women comprise only a small percen- 
tage of the faculty, their pay is much 
less than men and black persons have 
been almost totally excluded from the .. 
faculty ranks, according to informed 
sources. 

And, informants say, the EEOC re- 
port includes a warning that unles 5 
the situation is resolved, court action 
could follow. 

Caltech officials refused to discus.-, 
the case. Said Dr. Robert Christy. 
Caltech acting president and provost, 
"We have not been releasing any in • 
formation. We choose to regard it as 
confidential^ ' — 

The EEOC investigation stems 
from a complaint filed with the com 
mission by Dr. Jenijoy LaBelle. an 
assistant professor of literature at_ 
Caltech who was dismissed a year ago 
Please Turn to Page 34, CoL 3 



Brown Will Seek Speedy - 
^-Approval of LNG -Facility 
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Agent s Memos Outline CIA Evasions 


Continued from Third Page 

However. there is no evidence on the recofd 
to indicate that Riha ever worked for the CIA 
although his nephew and Fischer -Galati are 
convinced he was involved with one or more 
intelligence agencies. But thev have no proof , 

I he day after his first memo to Washington, 
lodorovich sent another one indicating that a 
UA contact in the Boulder area had called with 
word that Joseph B, Smiley, then president of 
the university, was "somewhat perturbed" over 
Kiha s strange disappearance. 

. ,T° dor ? v ' ch said be bad advised the contact to 
, 1 j b "* hat we certainly had no knowl- 
edge of Thomas Riha. nor had we in anv wav 
been involved with the gentleman." He also 
said he had called the FBI and had been told 
that in its opinion "Riha was in a safe haven." 

1 he CIA field chief said he had advised the 
Boulder contact to "soft-pedal it with Smiley 
and in no way involve the agency " 

By the end of April. 1969.’ Todorovich ap- 
parently was beginning to wonder if he knew 
all there was to know about Riha and any in- 
volvement he might have with the agency. He 
noted in a memo that the Riha disappearance 
seems to have evolved from a domestic scrap" 
aru if c. any official interest at all, "probably 
falls into the realm of the local police or the 

r Di. 

But he added, a bit wistfully: "Certainly, un- 
less there is a great deal more to the story than 
we know, it is not of concern to the CIA." 

After the student newspaper at the university 
published an article on Riha in which an agency 
official in Washington was quoted as saying 
Kiha was safe, Todorovich wrote to his superi- 
ors: 

"The Denver field chief would like to think 
that our responses to local media kept the story 
from spreading ... In this context. I would like 
to feel we did our best to protect (CIA) inter- 
ests. 

The scandal sheet at the University of Col- 
orado is replete with sensationalist reporting, -a - 
record earned over the past few years, often 
taking potshots at one or another of the federal 
agencies. Few, if any, responsible citizens dis- 
p ay interest m it. Approved For Release 2009/05/29 


congressional inquiries about Riha. "Maurv told' 
us that he simply wished to agree upon a com-- 
“ a " swer to inquiring parties interested in 
Kiha, Todorovich said. 

By now. Smiley, who had moved from the 
presidency of the University of Colorado to the 
University of Texas at El Paso, had been given 
assurances that Riha was “alive and well” and 
Smiley had visited the Houston office of the 
CIA to say that despite considerable pressure he 
was refusing to reveal the source of his infor- 
mation to the press. 

He added, however, that if Riha was indeed 
alive and well he could see no advantage in hid- 
mg the facts from an "inquisitive press." 

, AsJnformation from the memos and other 
sources indicates, the origin of the “alive ahd 
well- information to Smiley was the CIA in 
Denver, which got its information from the FBI 
which, in turn, apparently got its information 
from another mysterious character in the bi- 
zarre drama, Galya Tannenbaum. 

Mrs. Tannenbaum reportedly was the last 
person to have seen Riha, and a Todorovich 
memo dated Jan. 20, 1970, advised his superiors 
that the grapevine has it that she has uudue 
influence over Thomas Riha. whatever that 
may mean." 

She subsequently was arrested on charges of 
forging Rihas name to a check and other doc- 
uments but was declared legally insane and 
committed to the Colorado State Hospital in 
Pueblo, where she later committed suicide bv 
swallowing cyanide. 


portant position,” Todorovich wrote in another 
memo to Washington. 

"The local Czechs, as our source puts it, be- 
lieve Mrs, Tannenbaum may have become privy 
to Riha is intelligence functions and used that 
knowledge in an attempt to control Riha's rela- 
tions with her " 


•■rnk d0 if ovich source reasoned that 

,. R ' h ?. became fearful of that control, realizing 
that Mrs Tannenbaum was a threat, and that in 
essence he was directed to leave via Canada for 
Czechoslovakia, entering Canada on a visitor’s 
Prague" 3 subsequent commercial flight to 

consic l era We local speculation that 
the disappearance was a simple case of murder 
f™ n ? a domestic quarrel, the source told 
Todorovich the likelihood of Riha being dead 
was less than one m a hundred. 


By mid February, 1970, Todorovich had ad- 
vised Washington that it "would not surprise 
me if our country cousins (the FBI) had not re- 
ceived their information (on Riha) from the 
same source all others apparently accepted— 
the statements of Galya Tannenbaum." 

As word leaked out that an FBI agent had 
been the source of the “alive and weir state* 
ment to the CIA, which had passed it on the 
university president. FBI officials, including the 
director himself, the late J. Edgar Hoover, tried 
m vain to persuade the CIA to reveal the identi- 
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Subsequent memos from Todorovich accused 
a Denver Post reporter of trying “to embellish 
his reputation by Continued concentration, an 
Mrs. Gloria (Galya) Tannenbaum and Thomas 
Anth-ew Charles Riha" and assured his superi- 
ors he was continuing to stick to “no comment- 
on this unfortunate affair." 

Also on file now is a recent “fact sheet" on 
the case prepared by the CIA which summa 
nzes: 

"This matter is considered very sensitive by 
u staff and other components of the agency. It 
appears that it lead to a disruption of liaison be 
tween the agency and the FBI in 1970. 

"AUhough he have considerable information 
on Rihas background and from time to time 
nave considered contacting him for intel- 
ligence-gathering purposes vis-a-vis Czecho- 
slovakia, Soviet Union, there has never been 

?? ntact with sub i ect - The f'le does 
reflect that the agency had intercepted some 
letters to and from Riha through the HT Lin- 
gual Project. 

The HT Lingual Project was a long-standing 
program of monitoring letters to and from the 
Soviet Union. 
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noted in a memo that the Hiha a icannoaranro 

"seems to have evolved fri Approved For 
and, if of any official interest at all, "probably 
falls into the realm of the local police or the 
FBI." . 

But he added, a bit wistfully: "Certainly, un- 
less there is a great deal more to the story than 
we know, it is not of concern, to the CIA.” 

After the student newspaper at the university 
published an article on Riha in which an agency 
official in Washington was quoted as saying 
Riha was safe, Todorovich wrote to his superi- 
ors: 

“The Denver field chief would like to think 
that our responses to local media kept the story 
from spreading ... In this context, I would like 
to feel we did our best to protect (CIA) inter- 
ests. 

"The scandal sheet at the University of Col- 
orado is replete with sensationalist reporting, -a 
record earned over the past few years, often 
taking potshots at one or another of the federal 
agencies. Few, if any, responsible citizens dis- 
play interest in it. 

"This does not, however, alter the fact that a 
story did appear which might have been sup- 
pressed had headquarters duty personnel coor- 
dinated with your local representative . In 
any event, the remains appear to have been laid 
to rest.” 

As other reporters began to dig into the Riha 
story, Todorovich's memos assured Washington 
he was sticking to the CIA story that “we have 
no knowledge of Thomas Riha, would not know 
him if we bumped into him on the streets and 
that an active expression of CIA interest in Riha 
would be presumptuobs since it is entirely out 
of our jurisdiction . . . 

"We find it necessary on various but frequent 
occasions to repeat such statement to journa- 
lists, university administrators and the inquir- 
ing John Q. Public.” 

In mid January, 1970, Todorovich got a tele- 
phone call from John M. Maury, an agency offi- 
cial in Washington, who said he was getting 


uunu ouu. -u, uiu, uuiutu iui> supeuoia Andrew Cnaries tuna" anu assured his supcri- 
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may mean. 

She subsequently was arrested on charges of 
forging ffiha’s name to a check and other doc- 
uments but was declared legally insane and 
committed to the Colorado State Hospital in 
Pueblo, where she later committed suicide by 
swallowing cyanide. 

By mid February, 1970, Todorovich had ad- 
vised Washington that it "would not surprise 
me if our country cousins (the FBI) had not re- 
ceived their information (on Riha) from the 
same source all others apparently accepted— 
the statements of Galya Tannenbaum.” 

As word leaked out that an FBI agent had 
been the source of the "alive and well” state — 
ment to the CIA, which had passed it on the 
university president, FBI officials, including the 
director himself, the late J. Edgar Hoover, tried 
in vain to persuade the CIA to reveal the identi- 
ty of the FBI agent. 

Hoover became so angry over the incident 
that he broke off liaison v ith the CIA. 

Another internal CIA memo that has been 
made public details the animosity between the 
two agencies, including the fact that an FBI of- 
ficial in Denver called a CIA official a liar and 
renewed his intent “to deny that the FBI had 
made any statement concerning Riha." 

The same memo, prepared for then CIA Di- 
rector Richard M. Helms, charged that Hoover 
“is unnecessarily pressuring CIA for the identi- 
ty of the agent who talked to Todorovich" and 
that to reveal the FBI source “would most cer- 
tainly damage his (presumably Todorovich's) 
standing in the community and hence the CIA 
image and mission in the Denver area.” 

By early June, 1970, the story took another 
twist when Todorovich met with ah informant 
who told him that Riha had been involved in an 
espionage network in Colorado. 

“The local Czech colony insists that Riha is 
not only in Czechoslovakia but is working for 
the Czechoslovak intelligence and has an im- 


Also on file now is a recent “fact sheet" on 
the case prepared by the CIA which summa- 
rizes: 

“This matter is considered very sensitive by 
Cl staff and other components of the agency. It 
appears that it lead to a disruption of liaison be- 
tween the agency and the FBI in 1970. 

"Although he have considerable information 
on Riha’s background and from time to time 
have considered contacting him for intel- 
ligence-gathering purposes vis-a-vis Czecho- 
slovakia, Soviet Union, there has never been 
any agency contact with subject. The file does 
reflect that the agency had intercepted some 
letters to and from Riha through the HT Lin- 
gual Project.” 

The HT Lingual Project was a long-standing 
program of monitoring letters to and from the 
Soviet Union. 

“We have no firsthand knowledge of Riha’s 
disappearance,” the fact sheet notes. "Our first 
knowledge came when (the Denver CIA office) 
was asked by two of their contacts at the Uni- 
versity of Colorado, shortly after Riha’s disap- 
pearance. for help in determining Riha’s where- 
abouts. 

"(Denver CIA) called the FBI and was told 
that in the opinion of the FBI, Riha was safe, 
that disappearance was due to a family 
squabble, and the FBI was staying clear of the 
matter. This information was passed to the two 
University of Colorado contacts without reveal- 
ing the FBI as a source , , , 

“Subsequent to the disappearance, (CIA) re- 
ceived an unconfirmed report that Riha had 
been sighted in Czechoslovakia late in 1973 by a 
person who knew Riha. This information was 
passed on to the FBI in early 1974 without 
source names. 

“In addition, (CIA) had received allegations 
from a member of the Denver Czech community 
that Riha had been involved with either the 
KGB (Russian intelligence) or the Czech STB, 
or both.” 
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